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and organisations sharing an interest in protecting the North-East Atlantic Ocean through an
ECA: Austria, Estonia, Finland, France, Iceland, Ireland, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Spain,
United Kingdom and the European Commission.

4 A potential future ECA in the North-East Atlantic Ocean, for SOx and PM emissions
(on the basis of regulation 14 of MARPOL Annex VI) and NOx emissions (on the basis of
regulation 13) linking the existing ECAs in the Baltic Sea, North Sea and English Channel with
the recently adopted Mediterranean Sea SOx ECA, would constitute a fundamental step
towards tackling air pollution from international shipping. Importantly, in view of upcoming
designation of additional ECAs in the area by Norway, it would also ensure consistent and
uniform regulation across sea areas with high density traffic with a geographical scope
covering parts of the North-East Atlantic Ocean.

5 Further discussions have been held to coordinate technical work, launch studies and
streamline efforts in this process in view of developing the necessary technical, scientific and
the economic case to inform decisions by the littoral states in due course.

6 In support of this process, some analytical work will have to be undertaken to assess
costs and benefits linked to the initiative. The International Council on Clean Transportation
(ICCT) volunteered to carry out a technical and feasibility study that will take into account, inter
alia, the analytic requirements and criteria set out in Appendix Ill of MARPOL Annex VI.
Socio-economic impacts on States will also need to be assessed. The co-sponsors will take
into account knowledge already gathered in studies?®®*#* previously conducted by relevant
research organisations on the cost effectiveness regarding the designation of a Mediterranean
ECA or of ECAs in all EU waters.

7 The co-sponsors will also build upon the successful existing experience in
implementing the SOx ECA limits in the North Sea and Baltic Sea, which lead to significant
reduction of SOx emissions while preserving the economic level playing field for the maritime
industry.

8 Depending on the outcome of this process, a joint coordinated proposal for the
designation of an ECA in the North-East Atlantic Ocean could be submitted by the littoral
States, as appropriate, to MEPC 81, scheduled for 2024.

Action requested of the Committee

9 The Committee is invited to note the information provided in this document.
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Technical Feasibility Study for the Implementation of an Emission Control Area (ECA) in the Mediterranean
Sea".
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possibility of designating the Mediterranean Sea, or parts thereof, as SOx ECA(s) under MARPOL Annex
VI. Valletta, Malta.
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