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and leads to severe welfare problems.® For the uterus it is not possible to involute
and recover between two litters which enhances the risk of endometrial problems
and those concerning all reproduction organs.” In that case again hormones are used
as treatment and to support a weakened reproduction caused by bad husbandry
conditions, stress, bad hygiene or other diseases. All that leads to fertility problems
which are the main reason for an early departure of the sow to be slaughtered. Fur-
thermore the high frequency of injections causes stress, pain and the risk of
skin/tissue damage with associated punctual inflammations in the sow.

The hormones can also lead to a surplus of suckling piglets (especially by eCG). Large
litter size leads to a decreased animal welfare in piglets and sow. It is associated
with increased piglet mortality, caused by undernourishment or management rea-
sons. But also in surviving piglets there is a high risk of suffering caused by teat
competition and an inadequate access to milk. Starvation and long-term detrimental
effects to health are the consequences just like the occurrence of low birth weights.®
At least the application of hormones in a usually very early age of the sow and in-
ducing puberty in an unnatural stage of development has negative effects on the
whole hormone balance of the sow and for that can have a negative impact on its
development and mental state.

From the view of animal welfare the health problems and their acceptance for the
benefit of financial gains must be rejected.

Besides the welfare issues the use of hormones must also be rejected for environ-
mental reasons. Excretions of the sows still contain traces of hormones which can
enter surface and ground water and further contaminate the drinking water.?'®'''2"3

In general the synchronising of the sow's oestrus has advantages from the view of
animal protection: it is a precondition for holding sows in stable groups to prevent
severe fights for ranks and associated lesions caused by mixing of sows after wean-
ing. But in animal-friendly farming systems (e.g. organic farming) the use of fertility
hormones for this purpose is not necessary and prohibited as a general rule. There
are alternate methods to control the reproduction and synchronise the sow's oestrus
which are only feasible with more effort (and workload) in high welfare standards
and holding conditions: animal friendly environment (enrichment, space, mobility,
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light, temperature, air) adjusted nutrition, good health, intense contact to a boar and
other sows in heat."

The use of hormones to minimize workload and to optimize economic gains has
highly negative effects to the welfare of sows and so we call for a ban of the use of
hormones for others than medicinal indications.
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